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SUBJ: BEN WATTENBERG IN LENINGRAD 

1. SUMMARY: BEN WATTENBERG IS A PROPAGANDIST'S DREAM. HIS 
EFFECTIVE MARSHALING AND POSIVITIVE INTERPRETATION OE EACTS 
AND EIGURES ABOUT U.S. SOCIETYWAS CALCULATED TO CHALLENGE 
AND DID SO SUCCESSEULLY AMONG AMERICANISTS AT LOCAL HOUSE 
OF FRIENDSHIP AND STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS AT LENINGRAD 
STATE UNIVERSITY (LGU). WATTENBERG WAS PROVOCATIVE AS HE 
TOUCHED ON SUCH CURRENT SUBJECTS AS MEANING OE HELSINKI 

IN THE U.S. AND AMERICAN VIEWS OF SAKHAROV'S POSITION IN 
USSR. HIS AUDIENCES RESPONDED STRONGLY AND SOME STATED 
THEY HAD LEARNED EROM EXPERIENCE. POST CONSIDERS VISIT 
EXTREMELY USEFUL AND RECOMMENDS THAT MORE POLITICALLY ORIENTED 
SPECIALISTS VISIT USSR AS ELECTION APPROACHES. 

2. CONGEN ABLE TO ARRANGE VERY USEFUL LENINGRAD SCHEDULE EOR 
AMSPEC BEN WATTENBERG IN SPITE LAST MINUTE SCHEDULE CHANGES 
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TO ACCOMMODATE HELSINKI. IN EACT LGU WENT TO SOME LENGTH 
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TO ASSURE WATTENBERG PROGRAM AT UNIVERSITY WOULD NOT BE CANCELLED. 

3. WATTENBERG SCHEDULE: 0825- ARRIVAL AND MORNING OF SIGHT- 
SEEING. 1300- ATTENDED OPENING SPACE ART EXHIBIT AT RUSSIAN 
MUSEUM. 1400- LUNCH AT BPAO'S. 1500- ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
AT HOUSE OE ERIENDSHIP. 1700- MEETING AT LGU EACULTY OF 
HISTORY. 1930- DINNER AT CONSUL GENERAL'S RESIDENCE. 

4. HOUSE OE FRIENDSHIP AUDIENCE INCLUDED EX-GRANTEE A.A. 

EURSENKO, AMERICAN SPECIALIST AND PROFESSOR INSTITUTE 

OE HISTORY OE ACADEMY; V.C. EUREV, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT GENERAL 
HISTORY OE HERZEN INSTITUTE; B.A. FELD, PROPAGANDA CHIEF, 
LENINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA AND NOTED SOCIOLOGIST, IGOR KON. 

5. AT HOUSE OF FRIENDSHIP WATTENBERG WAS IMMEDIATELY CONFRONTED 
WITH NEWS OF SCHLESINGER AND COLBY RESIGNATIONS AND ABLY 
FIELDED QUESTIONS AS TO WHY AND POSSIBLE REPLACEMENTS. HE 

THEN DISCUSSED HIS MAJOR THESIS INVOLVING ADOPTION BY AMERICAN 
PEOPLE OF CORE IDEAS OF SUCH MOVEMENTS OF 60 S AS CIVIL RIGHTS, 

WOMEN'S, PEACE, ENVIRONMENT AND REJECTION OF MORE EXTREME 
ASPECTS OF THESE MOVEMENTS, SUCH AS BUSING. WATTENBERG 
SUCCINCTLY NOTED SUPPORT OF AMERICANS FOR STRONG DEFENSE 
AGAINST SOVIET MILITARY BUILDUP BUT CONCOMITANT DESIRE TO 
REDUCE DEFENSE SPENDING. HE WAS VERY EFFECTIVE IN OUTLINING 
AMERICAN POPLE'S CONCERN THAT THREE BASKETS OF CSCE FINAL 
ACT BE LINKED IN THEIR EXECUTION WITH STRESS ON IMPORTANCE 
BASKET THREE. 

6. WATTENBERG SURPRISED HOUSE OF FRIENDSHIP AUDIENCE WITH 
HIS OUTSPOKENNESS. UNDOUBTEDLY THIS WAS THEIR FIRST 
OCCASION TO DISCUSS SUBJECTS NOTED ABOVE WITH PROMINENT 
AMERICAN SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ANALYST. FURSENKO TOOK LEAD 
IN ASKING VARIETY OF SOPHITICATED QUESTIONS ABOUT AMERICAN 
SOCIETY. KON ASKED QUESTION ABOUT U.S. EDUCATION AND RECOM- 
MENDED BRONFENBRENNER'S COMAPRISION SOVIET AND AMERICAN EDU- 
CATION TO WATTENBERG. 

7. PROPAGANDIST FELD TYPICALLY BRISTELD AT WATTENBERG'S 
EMPHASIS ON BASKET THREE AND ASKED ABOUT U.S. TREATMENT OF 
BLACK MINORITY. WATTENBERG COUNTERED EFFECTIVELY WITH RECENT 
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STATISTICS ON IMPROVEMENT OF BLACK STATUS IN U.S. 

8. WHEN DISCUSSION TURNED TO SAKHAROV, SOVIETS STATED SAKHAROV 
CAN NOT REPRESENT USSR IN ANY FORUM LEAST OF ALL IN OSLO. 

WATTENBERG REPLIED BY STATING OBVIOUS THAT PRIZE GIVEN TO 
INDIVIDUALS NOT STATES AND MARTIN LUTHER KING DID NOT REPRE- 
SENT U.S. AS PRIZE WINNER. SOVIET GROUP GAVE IMPRESSION THAT 
SAKHAROV, THE ACADEMICIAN, STILL RATHER RESPECTED AND THEY 
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HESITATED TO ATTACK HIM OPENLY. IN CONTRAST GROUP MADE 
HOSTILE REMARKS ABOUT SOLZEHNITSYN. 

9. ECU'S FACULTY OE HISTORY AUDIENCE RESPONEDE VIGOUROUSLY 
TO WATTENBERG'S THESES. THEY INQUIRED ABOUT 1976 PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES AND WATTENBERG RESPONDED WITH INTERESTING CAPSULES 
OE HUMPHREY AND JACKSON. THEY APPEARED TO BE MORE INTERESTED 
IN FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS THAN IN U.S. SOCIETY. 

10. DEPUTY DEAN OE FACULTRY SARANKIN CAME OEF RATHER POORTLY IN 
DEBATE WITH WATTENBERG ABOUT STATUS OF INDIANS IN U.S. STUDENTS 
NOTED DIEEERENCE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE ABILITIES TO SUPPLY 
STATISTICS AND ANALYZE THEM. DEPUTY DEAN, HOWEVER, ENDED 
DISCUSSION WITH GRACIOUS SPEECH THANKING WATTENBERG AND STATING 
THAT THE EXCHANGE HAD BEEN USEEUL AND EACH HAD LEARNED SOMETHING 
EROM THE OTHER. 

11. WATTENBERT'S OPEN AND CORDIAL DISCUSSION OE US SOCIETY 
AND OF MANY SENSITIVE ISSUES OE SOVIET-AMERICAN BILATERAL 
RELATIONS MADE EOR UNIQUE PROGRAMMING IN THIS CLOSED SOCIETY. 

HE NO DOUBT SHED NEW LIGHT ON THESE ISSUES. IT IS APPARENT 

TO US ALTER THIS RATHER EXPERIMENTAL EEEORT, WE SHOULD 
PROGRAM MORE AMERICAN SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ANALYSTS IN THE 
USSR, PARTICULARLY IN THE CONTEXTS OE THE BICENTENNIAL AND 
1976 ELECTIONS. 

NEUBERT 
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